Hey Everyone, It’s Time
For Our Annual Banquet
At The Knights Of Columbus Hall
715 N. 11th St.
Pekin, Il.
November 14, 2015 at 6:00 pm.
See you there!
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Directions :
From East Peoria, go south on Rt. 29 into Pekin. At the first
stop light you will turn left onto Sheridan Rd. Continue on Sheridan Rd. until you reach 11th St. where you will turn right. Continue on 11th St., going south, for about 11 blocks and The
Knights of Columbus Hall will be on the right.
If you are coming from east of Pekin, come into town on Rt. 9
(Court St.). Follow Court St. west into town until you reach 11th
St. and turn right. You will follow 11th St. for about 9 blocks
and The Knights of Columbus Hall will be on the left.

Happy Thanksgiving

Happy
Veterans
Day

We had a good meeting at the Bongs. We had 30 members
in attendance and although it’s the same old thing, fall prep
is very important for our ponds. The Bong’s pond continues to change as many of ours do. We’re never really
done with our ponds are we?
We all need to remember to put our ponds to sleep the
best we can for the winter.
That means remove all old leaves and cut back all of your
water plants.
Place your heaters or pond deicers in the pond, and place
air stones in the shallow end of the pond.
Store your submersible pump in a full bucket of water so
its seals do not dry out.
Clean all the water from your pipes so they won’t freeze
and cause a leak next spring.
And the most important thing is to clear snow from the
ice.
Don’t forget on page 4 there is a sheet
to reserve a spot for our banquet.
But, you have to hurry and call
Karen so the count can be called
in by October 30th.
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Prairieland Pond & Koi Society
October 10, 2015-Club Meeting
The October club meeting was held at Todd and Cheryl Bongs house. President Vince Smith called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. There were 30 members in attendance.
Club Business
The meeting began by Todd giving members a synopsis of his pond. In 2009-10 his and Cheryl’s pond was
built. It is roughly 5,000 gallons. Its original waterfall was closer to the pond with a shorter stream bed. Since
then Greg Cantrell did some work and moved the waterfall which increased the size of the stream. In the future Todd is going to install a ground level deck around the area of the pond where grass will not grow and
connect to the gazebo area. Inside the pond there are about 21 fish, many are very large.
Todd also mentioned that he wanted everyone to admire the new Tremont sign that has been completed. Greg
Cantrell has worked diligently to build the rock wall the granite “Welcome to Tremont” sign now sits on.
A vote was conducted and Letriana Cantrell will now hold the positon of Treasurer and Deb Palmquist will
be the new secretary. Allen Kruger will remain Vice-President, and Vincent Smith will continue as President.
The fish contest is officially over. The winner will be announced at the November banquet. Thanks to all participants.
Winter and Fall Preparation
Netting needs to get up quickly to help alleviate as much debris as possible getting into the ponds. This
will prevent decaying debris lingering at the bottom during the winter robbing oxygen from fish.
If heaters are used, ensure they are functioning properly now before it gets too cold.
Air stones need to be placed in the shallow end of the pond.
Air pumps need to be placed in a plastic container out of the cold and kept dry during the winter season.
Try to cut down vegetation to avoid unnecessary debris.
Stop feeding fish once water temperatures are at 50 degrees.
Pull pump and get as much water out of the pipes as you can to prevent them from bursting.
During Winter Months
If a deicer is in the pond, make sure it is checked to ensure light bulbs are still functioning
Make sure electric heaters are still working.
Keep snow off the pond, when possible. If light can penetrate through the water it will cut down on the
algae growth.
Hand-outs were provided with information regarding shutting down ponds/keeping it running during the winter. Another handout available to members consists of steps to keep aeromonas, which lives in our ponds, under control and how to treat it if it becomes a problem.
This was our last club meeting of 2015. Our banquet will be on November 14th at the Knights of Columbus.

Respectfully submitted,
Letriana Cantrell, Secretary
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Prairieland Koi & Pond Society Banquet

November 14th
Location

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
715 N. 11th Street Pekin, Illinois
6:00 P.M. – 9:00 P.M.
Directions to K of C: From East Peoria take Route 29 south into Pekin. At Sheridan Road
turn left. Follow Sheridan till you come to 11th St. turn right, and go till you reach 715 N.
the Knights of Columbus building is on the right.
Meal choices are Fried Chicken $6.95, Prime Rib $17.95

Entrée includes salad, rolls, vegetable, baked potato and coffee or ice tea.
Use the bottom portion of this page to send in your reservation. Please send your reservation with checks payable to PKPS, and mail to:
Karen Hofstetter
22223 Grosenbach Road
Washington, IL 61571
----------------------- -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------MAKE YOUR RESERVATIONS TODAY
Name(s) __________________________
Menu Choices: Fried Chicken ___________Prime Rib _____________
In the blank next to the meat choice, indicate the number in your party requesting that entrée.
Phone #_______________________ Amount Enclosed_______________

Please Return YOUR RESERVATION BY OCTOBER 31.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
For the month of November
Sheldon Bevard Todd Bong
Don Brubaker Cheryl Ivey
Dan Roley Marilyn Roley

For the month of December
Nora Heruth Lori Kruger
Karen Ray Bev Thompson

If I don’t have your birthday month, please get it to me.
For those members who are yearning for our next pond tour,
and you are willing to open up your pond and yard for the tour, get
your name to a board member so we can start planning our tour for
next year. Don’t forget, we will need pond sitter volunteers as well
as ponds for the tour. We will need your help to pull it off.
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If only I had known……
I’ve started a new section for our newsletter, but you
all have to help. It might be tough for some of us to
admit, but let’s talk about things we wouldn’t do
again. (we won’t call them mis___s)
I’m sure everyone can come up with at least one
thing. We can all learn from our (mis_____s,) and
build better ponds.
When planning your water feature, take a little extra
time and make sure you are building it as big as you
can and want. Because it’s much harder to go back
later and make it bigger.

GOBBLE,
GOBBLE,
UNTIL YOU
WOBBLE !!!!!
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KOI of the Year
Our contest is over and the Board members have made their choices.
When I came up with the idea to bring back the Koi Fish of the Year contest, I
kept the contest too simple, and the Board had to correct some issues that came
up. We had to create 2 categories: A Professionally Shown Class and a NonProfessionally Shown Class. I thought members would go out to their ponds and
take the best picture they could of their fish. And that’s what most of you did.
But, we have a couple of members who know how to professionally show their
fish. So, to make it fair for everyone, we picked two winners. The winners will
be announced at the Banquet. A nice crisp $100 bill will go to each winner. Who
will the winners be? Come to the Banquet to find out!!!
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Board Meetings

November 21st Clark Residence

Club Meetings

November 14th Banquet

TREASURER’S REPORT
Beginning Balance: $3,213.48
Income:
266.80
Expenses:
0.00
Ending Balance:
$3,4280.28
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Vincent Smith
President/Editor
924 W. Ridgemont Rd.

Peoria, IL 61614
309-682-1422
E-mail: vsmith924@comcast.net

Chairpersons

Officers

Directors

Vincent Smith Pr esident/
Editor

Greg Cantrell Dir ector

Brenda Smith

Product Mgr of Ways and Means

309-682-1422

309-645-7161

Raffles/Door Prizes/Special
Events
309-682-1422

Allen Kruger

Vice Pr esident

Rick Moreland Dir ector

Senior Director/Web Master

Food And Beverage

217-737-3646

309-694-5057

Letriana Cantrell Secr etar y

Todd Bong Dir ector

309-645-7163

309-256-9582

Karen Hofstetter Tr easur er

Jean Clarke Dir ector

309-699-5155

Membership
309-691-6721

